The inventory of Tehit phonemes includes nineteen consonants and four vowels. The stops 
include voiced and voiceless bilabial /p, b/, alveolar /t, d/, and back /q, g/ stops, along with their 
prenasalized counterparts. Continuants include bilabial and alveolar fricatives /f, s/, and the laryngeal 
/h/. The sonorants consist of the bilabial and alveolar nasals /m, n/, and two liquids, the lateral /I/ and 
flap /r/. Tehit vowel phonemes are A, e, a, o/. Orthographically, semivowels 'y' and 'w' are derived 
from corresponding high vowel phonemes /i, 0/ depending on syllable structure. 

Tehit has a maximal syllable template of CCWC, but the majority of syllables are CV, followed in 
frequency by CVC. Onsets are obligatory everywhere except word-initially (e.g. o.mos 'vine']. 
Complex onsets may only consist of a voiced stop (b, d, g) followed by a liquid (1, r), e.g. ta.bra 
'forest'. If a nucleus is complex, it takes the form of a rising diphthong iV, e.g. dUen 'ironwood', or 
rarely the falling diphthong /au/, saun 'mist'. Codas are restricted to liquids (1, r) word-internally, e.g. 
fol.ti 'overgrowth'. Word-finally, however, simple codas may consist of any non-laryngeal consonant 
(i.e. voiced stops and fhj are excluded). Word-final complex codas take the form yC, e.g. hnait 'worm'. 
Consonant clusters not conforming to the above rules are broken up phonetically into short 
degenerate CV syllables with epenthesized non-phonemic schwa, e.g. krmok (k.r.mok) 'moss'. See for 
a more detailed phonological description, Hesse (1995). 

All Tehit words have lexical stress. Stress in polysyllabic non-compound words is relegated to a 
single syllable, usually the penultimate, but word-ultimate stress is not uncommon. If a word 
contains a syllable having complex structure, whether due to a complex onset, nucleus or coda, then 
that syllable always carries the word stress. Degenerate syllables never carry stress and are restricted 
to pretonic position. Consequently, they are not found word-finally or in monosyllabic words. 
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